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Earth, Our Home 

The Global Situation

The Challenges Ahead 

 

“We stand at a critical moment in Earth's history, a 

time when humanity must choose its future.  As the 

world becomes increasingly interdependent and 

fragile, the future at once holds great peril and great 

promise. To move forward we must recognize that in 

the midst of a magnificent diversity of cultures and 

life forms we are one human family and one Earth 

community with a common destiny.  We must join 

together to bring forth a sustainable global society 

founded on respect for nature, universal human rights, 

economic justice, and a culture of peace.  Towards 

this end, it is imperative that we, the peoples of Earth, 

declare our responsibility to one another, to the 

greater community of life, and to future 

generations.”       

Humanity is part of a vast evolving universe. Earth, 

our home, is alive with a unique community of life. 

The forces of nature make existence a demanding and 

uncertain adventure, but Earth has provided the 

conditions essential to life's evolution.  The resilience 

of the community of life and the well-being of 

humanity depend upon preserving a healthy biosphere 

with all its ecological systems, a rich variety of plants 

and animals, fertile soils, pure waters, and clean air. 

The global environment with its finite resources is a 

common concern of all peoples. The protection of 

Earth's vitality, diversity, and beauty is a sacred trust. 

 
The dominant patterns of production and consumption 

are causing environmental  devastation, the depletion 

of resources, and a massive extinction of species. 

Communities are being undermined.  The benefits of 

development are not and violent conflict are 

widespread and the cause of great suffering.  An 

unprecedented rise in human population has 

overburdened ecological and social systems. The 

foundations of global security are threatened. These 

trends are perilous but not inevitable.  

The choice is ours: form a global partnership to care 

for Earth and one another or risk the destruction of 

ourselves and the diversity of life.  Fundamental 

changes are needed in our values, institutions, and 

ways of living.  We must realize that when basic 

needs have been met, human development is primarily 

about being more, not having more.  We have the 

knowledge and technology to provide for all and to 

reduce our impacts on the environment.  The 

emergence of a global civil society is creating new 

opportunities to build a democratic and humane world.  

Our environmental, economic, political, social, and 

Earth's life support systems, maintain biodiversity, 
and preserve our natural heritage.

c. Promote the recovery of endangered species and 

ecosystems.

d. Control and eradicate non-native or genetically 

modified organisms harmful to native species and the 

environment, and prevent introduction of such harmful 

o r g a n i s m s .

e. Manage the use of renewable resources such as 

water, soil, forest products, and marine life in ways 

that do not exceed rates of regeneration and that 

protect the health of ecosystems.

f. Manage the extraction and use of non-renewable 

resources such as minerals and fossil fuels in ways 

that minimize depletion and cause no serious 

environmental damage.    

a. Take action to avoid the possibility of serious or 

irreversible environmental harm even when

scientific knowledge is incomplete or inconclusive.

b. Place the burden of proof on those who argue that a 

proposed activity will not cause significant

harm, and make the responsible parties liable for 

environmental harm.    

c. Ensure that decision making addresses the 

cumulative, long-term, indirect, long distance, and

global consequences of human activities.  

d. Prevent pollution of any part of the environment 

and allow no build-up of radioactive, toxic, or other 

hazardous substances.   

e. Avoid military activities damaging to the 

environment.      

a. Reduce, reuse, and recycle the material s used in 

production and consumption systems, and

ensure that residual waste can be assimilated by 

ecological systems.

b. Act with restraint and efficiency when using 

energy, and rely increasingly on renewable energy 

sources such as solar and wind.    

c. Promote the development, adoption, and equitable 

transfer of environmentally sound technologies.

d. Internalize the full environmental and social costs of 

goods and services in the selling price, and enable 

consumers to identify products that meet the highest 

social and   environmental standards.

e. Ensure universal access to health care that fosters 

6. Prevent harm as the best method of 
environmental protection and, when knowledge 
is limited, apply a precautionary approach.

7. Adopt patterns of production, consumption, 
and reproduction that safeguard Earth's 
regenerative capacities, humanrights, and 
community well-being.

responsibility for the present and future well-being 
of the human family and the larger living world.  The 
spirit of human solidarity and kinship with all life is 
strengthened when we live with reverence for the 
mystery of being, gratitude for the gift of life, and 
humility regarding the human place in nature. 

We urgently need a shared vision of basic values to 

provide an ethical foundation for the emerging world 

community.  Therefore, together in hope we affirm 

the following interdependent principles for a 

sustainable way of life as a common standard by 

which the conduct of all individuals, organizations, 

businesses, governments, and transnational 

institutions is to be guided and assessed.  

1.  Respect Earth and life in all its diversity.  

a. Recognize that all beings are interdependent and 

every form of life has value regardless of its worth to 

human beings.  

b.  Affirm faith in the inherent dignity of all human 

beings and in the intellectual, artistic, ethical, and 

spiritual potential of humanity. 

2. Care for the community of life with understanding, 

compassion, and love. 

a. Accept that with the right to own, manage, and use 

natural resources comes the dutyto prevent 

environmental harm and to protect the rights of 

people.  

b.  Affirm that with increased freedom, knowledge, 

and power comes increased responsibility to promote 

the common good.  

3.  Build democratic societies that are just, 

participatory, sustainable, and peaceful. 

a. Ensure that communities at all levels guarantee 

human rights and fundamental freedoms and provide 

everyone an opportunity to realize his or her full 

potential.

b. Promote social and economic justice, enabling all to 

achieve a secure and meaningful livelihood that is 

ecologically responsible.

4.  Secure Earth's bounty and beauty for present and 

future generations.   

a. Recognize that the freedom of action of each 

generation is qualified by the needs of future 

generations.   

b. Transmit to future generations values, traditions, 

and institutions that support the long-term flourishing 

of Earth's human and ecological communities. In order 

to fulfill these four broad commitments, it is 

necessary to: 

PRINCIPLES
I. Respect And Care For The Community Of Life

II. Ecological Integrity

 










